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Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from everybody at Go-Ahead!
Read on to find out what festive frolics have taken place across the Group this December, as well as to 
find out all about our services this holiday season.

SANTA CLAUS GETS 
THE BUS TO TOWN 
Santa made his first foray into Brighton and Hove at 
the end of November on Brighton & Hove’s famous 
Santa Bus – with a gang of elves, Christmas trees, 
snowmen and reindeer in tow. 
The vehicle for the big man himself has raised almost a quarter of a 
million pounds for the Martlets and The Argus Appeal in the 15 years 
it’s been running, and it’s become a fixture in the Christmas calendar 
for families and communities in the area. 

Children rushed out to greet Santa and his elves and get their activity 
packs and stickers, while parents threw money into collection buckets 
as they travelled around Goldstone, Hangleton and Downs Park. 

The Santa Bus is a real team effort – not least because 9600 lights 
needed installing on it!

It has visited more than 200 streets across 20 nights, with support 
from other local companies including Legal and General, Lloyds, and 
Brighton & Hove City Council. 

LEAN ON 
SOUTHEASTERN
Staff from Southeastern, accompanied by rail colleagues from 
across the country, showed their support for vulnerable young 
people who will spend this Christmas sheltering at stations, by 
staging a f lash mob choir at London Bridge station.

The fundraising event, organised by charity Railway Children, 
saw volunteer singers from across the rail industry stop 
shoppers and commuters in their tracks by bursting into song 
every 15 minutes during the afternoon rush hour.

The choral f lash mob − led by music producer and the choir 
director of Britain’s Got Talent’s Missing People Choir, James 
Hawkins – performed a new arrangement of the classic, ‘Lean 
on Me’ by Bill Withers.

Clearly hitting the right notes, the volunteers managed to raise 
a fantastic amount of funds from generous commuters and 
colleagues alike. 

find out all about our services this holiday season.



News across the group
December 2018

2

TIS THE 
SEASON 
TO BE 
JOGGY!
Colleagues from Plymouth Citybus took part in the city’s annual Santa 
Fun Run to raise money for local charities. The team included John 
Hawkings, Dean Harker, Stewart Fletcher, Ian Isaac, Wookie Turner 
and Tamsin Baker – and don’t they wear their beards well?

Go-South Coast’s flagship Bluestar 1, as well as its Bluestar 18 service, 
will both be diverted and extended to provide vital transport services 
to small towns and villages, as well as encompassing local hospitals 
on their routes. A similar service will run on the M1 and M2 Morebus 
operations in Bournemouth and Poole, which will be extended to 
cover The Royal Bournemouth Hospital and Christchurch. 

In addition, GSC’s Southern Vectis services will run comprehensively 
across the Isle of Wight on Christmas Day – allowing residents to visit 
friends and family, get to work and those full of festive spirit to travel 
home safely.

They began running a few Christmas Day buses in 2008 and have 
gradually increased the number of services. Drivers sign-up for the 
festive shifts, and this year they were oversubscribed with drivers eager 
to don their Santa hats and festive jumpers to get behind the wheel. 

Across the sea, Oxford Bus Company will operate a festive Christmas 
Airlines service to Gatwick and Heathrow airports on Christmas Day 
for the sixth year running. They’ll also provide a special X90 service 
between Oxford and London on Boxing Day to cater for people 
heading to the sales and sporting events, while Oxford Park & Ride 
and City Services will also operate on Boxing Day to coincide with the 
sales at Westgate Oxford and Oxford United’s home game.

Metrobus has given accompanied children aged 5-15 free travel in 
the four weekends running up to Christmas Day. They’re also letting 
four people travel for £5 in the Crawley Metrorider zone with their 
December-only Quattro ticket, and will be running services between 
Gatwick Airport and Bewbush on Christmas Day itself. 

Go-North East are also running a comprehensive series of special 
services to make sure that customers can get to where they need to 
be this season – whether it’s the Boxing Day sales, a football match, or 
one of the many stellar pantos taking place.

It’s not just bus colleagues who will be giving Santa’s elves a run for 
their money – Southern and Southeastern are two of five rail services 
in the country that will be operating on Boxing Day. 

A big thank you and well done to everybody that’s helping us to keep 
moving over the festive week!

CATCH THE SANTA 
EXPRESS WHEN YOUR 
SLEIGH NEEDS A REST

Many of you 
will be working 
tirelessly to 
make sure our 
customers can 
get from A to B 
this Christmas. 

Many of you 

MAKING SURE 
JOURNEYS 
ARE TAKEN 
CARE OF THIS 
CHRISTMAS

As well as using the bus to get around 
Brighton and Hove, the man in red 
himself gave his sleigh a day off when he 
made a special visit to Maidstone West 
station on Southeastern’s Santa Train.

Run by volunteers from both 
Southeastern and the Kent Community 
Rail Partnership, the ever-popular event 
was full of festive fun for little ones 
and grown-ups alike, with face 
painting, Christmas crafts, balloon 
modelling and colouring 
competitions all in the line-up. 

Santa took time out on the day to 
meet his youngest fans – and all 
proceeds from the event will go 
straight to good causes, with 
beneficiaries including Southeastern’s 
partner charity the Railway Children.


